
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



140 UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA LAW REVIEW 

should be construed to mean "shall descend from me and go to."^' 
If the will is thus read, no violence is done to the words used, no 
departure is made from the rule in Shelley's case, and the clear 
intent of the testator is given effect. 

S. L. M. 



Legal Ethics — The following questions were recently an- 
swered by the New York Lawyers' Association Committee on Pro- 
fessional Ethics: 

Question ; 

Is it proper for a young man of twenty-two, who at present is com- 
pleting a three-year course at law school, and has worked for about two years 
in a law office, but has not yet been admitted to practice, to open an office 
at his place of residence and there do notarial work (he being a notary 
public), draw various legal papers, manage estates, collect rents and do a 
general real estate and insurance business? 

Also state whether such a pursuit would in any way affect the standing 
of such a person, when applying for admission to the bar, so that it might 
give the Committee on Character cause for hesitating in their approval of 
him? 

Answer : 

In the opinion of the Committee, he should refrain from the business 
of drawing legal papers- The giving of legal advice by notaries and others 
who are not admitted to practice law is, in its opinion, dangerous to the 
welfare of the community, because such persons have not demonstrated their 
capacity by submitting to examination lawfully established for practitioners 
of law. The Committee is not aware of any reason why he should not 
engage in the other employments mentioned to such extent as may not 
interfere with the proper completion of his law course. The Committee can- 
not assume to express any views for the Committee on Character. 



Question : 

An individual engaged in the printing business, and making a specialty 
of case and brief printing, presents the following question: 

"In the opinion of the Committee of Professional Ethics is there impro- 
priety in my advertising in connection with my business the following : 

"First Class Briefs Written for the Profession by Able Lawyers. 
Also Cases on Appeal Prepared." 
and in my employing for my customers lawyers to write briefs and to 
prepare cases on appeal, making arrangements with them for their compen- 
sation by me out of the compensation received by me for the combined work 
of furnishing to my customers cases on appeal and briefs written by my said 
lawyers and printed for the use of my customers at my printing estab- 
lishment ?" 

"Donovan v. Woodworth, 234 Pa. 507 (1912). 
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Answer : 

While this question appears to be propounded by one not a member of 
the profession, yet since it involves questions of "proper professional con- 
duct," the Committee expresses its opinion as follows: 

The course of action suggested would in our opinion be improper for 
the following reasons : 

1. A printer so advertising, even if he were not violating the letter of 
Section 270 of the Penal Law, which makes it unlawful for a person who has 
not been duly admitted to the bar to practice law, would certainly be acting 
contrary to the spirit of that provision. 

2. Section 280 of the Penal Law makes it unlawful for a corporation to 
furnish legal services or advice in this way. We think the principle which 
underlies this provision applies equally to an individual who is not a lawyer, 
and makes it equally improper for him to furnish legal services in this 
manner. 

3. The relation between attorney and counsel is of a personal and 
fiduciary nature, and imposes obligations and responsibilities which cannot be 
fully realized unless the attorney and counsel deal with each other directly. 

4. The relation of the writer of a brief to the Court is one the dignity 
and responsibility of which are inconsistent with the scheme proposed. 

5. The offer by a third party, not an attorney, to furnish or sell the 
legal services of members of the bar (in this case undisclosed), is derogatory 
to the dignity and self-respect of the profession and would tend to lower 
the standards of professional character and conduct. 

Question : 

Mrs. O, a client of A, an attorney, informs him that she deserted her 
husband over three years ago. That her husband is living in the city of 

, state of , and has resided there, she believes, for a considerable 

period. That she is satisfied that she can never live with him again under 
any circumstances. 

She desires A, as her attorney, to see Mr. O, to ask him if he will not 

institute proceedings for a divorce against her in said state of , in which 

state she is informed he is entitled to a divorce on the ground of her deser- 
tion, and of which state he has been a resident for a sufficiently long time. 

Is A, in accepting the retainer, and having the interview with Mr. O, 
guilty of unprofessional conduct? 

Answer : 

In the opinion of the Committee, it is not unprofessional to accept such 
a retainer, and there is no collusion or other impropriety in asking a hus- 
band to enforce rights which have already accrued. In view of the only too 
numerous scandals connected with divorce litigation, however, the Com- 
mittee believes that attorneys should be particularly careful in all such cases 
to satisfy themselves that there has been no collusion in the prior conduct of 
the parties. 



